
NASA’s 21st century Vision for Space Exploration included a return to the moon and beyond. 
A first step in this was the launch of the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) on June 18, 2009.

LRO carries scientific instruments collecting data useful for further lunar exploration. Among those 
instruments is CRaTER, a Cosmic Ray Telescope for the Effects of Radiation. CRaTER characterizes 
the lunar radiation environment and its potential impact on humans by measuring radiation behind a 
“human tissue-equivalent” plastic.
  

Opening Sunday, June 23 at 1pm –
CRaTER on LRO

ON JUNE 23, opening day of the exhibit, beginning at 1pm, the McAuliffe-Shepart Discovery Center will showcase 
CRaTER-related activities and presentations: mini-science talks, a Cosmic Ray video, movies, moon rocks, and more. 
Build your own salellite, join in lunar quiz bowl, make a cloud chamber, and meet CRaTER scientists and engineers. 
Don’t miss it! 
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Opening Sunday, June 23, 12-5pm
Spacecraft, Craters, and Cosmic Rays

Building a cosmic ray cloud chamber
The Moon's nearside imaged by the Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter Camera.

The LRO camera has returned thousands of lunar images, 
like  this view of the mountain inside Tycho crater.

This lunar topographic map, generated from LRO data, 
reveals a rich history of impact cratering and resurfacing.

JOIN US on Sunday, June 23, 
for the grand opening of a new 
exhibit at the McAuliffe-Shepard 
Discovery Center. 

Fill your afternoon with 
fun Moon activities, mini lunar 
talks, and exciting discoveries 
made by NASA’s Lunar 
Reconnaissance Orbiter. 

Discover what NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter has taught us 
about the Moon.

Meet NH scientists making the latest lunar discoveries.

View Moon rocks and images of the Moon’s craters and mountains.

Walk on the landing sites of the Apollo missions.

Listen to the story of how Sir Richard Carrington discovered solar flares.

Witness cosmic rays from supernovae zip through a cloud chamber.

Build your own cloud chamber and Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter.  


